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/Start of Dissertation/ 

THE NECESSITY OF BAPTISM 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Aim: This lesson is presented to provide a sound dissertation on “The Necessity of Baptism.” 
It will be presented in two parts. 
B. Proposition: To establish that baptism is necessary for salvation and “to fulfill all 
righteousness” to be pleasing unto God. 
C. Text: Mark 16:15-16, Matthew 3:13-17; Acts 19:1-7 
D. Outline. 
1. Part I: “Is Baptism Essential to Salvation?” 
2. Part II: “Is Baptism Necessary to Fulfill all Righteousness?” 
E. Introductory Remarks. 
1. Part I: We'll discuss whether baptism “is essential to salvation.” Some of the greatest minds 
in the 21st Century have made their beliefs known through their preaching and writings. Several 
noted Manuals from one prominent denomination state that “baptism is not essential to 
salvation.” We will review their content and allow the Bible to settle the question: “Does God 
grant salvation by grace to the believer apart from the act of obedience: baptism?” This will be 
an eye-opening discussion designed to turn all hearts and lives back to the Holy Scriptures! 
2. Part II: We'll investigate how baptism is necessary “to fulfill all righteousness.” It is needed 
today because so many religious authorities have devalued the need for baptism. Our goal will 
be to explore the value and necessity of this act of obedience. Peter said: “We ought to obey God 
rather than men,” Acts 5:29. Paul wrote: “Jesus became the author of eternal salvation unto all 
them that obey Him,” Hebrews 5:8-9. We will contend in this message that “baptism is an act of 
obedience to God.” I submit, therefore, that if one can be saved without or before baptism, one 
can be saved without obedience, Acts 5:32; Acts 2:38. 
3. Minister’s certainty: I will assure you that this will be the last sermon I will need to preach 
about the necessity of baptism! I pray you will investigate and research the scriptures as I present 
them in the lesson. I want to inform you and your family correctly regarding this most important 
subject to do as Peter said: “Save yourselves from this untoward generation,” Acts 2:40. “Then, 
they gladly received his word and were baptized, and the same day, there were added unto 
them about three thousand souls,” Acts 2:41. 
4. Trust in the Lord. Let me further encourage you to do as Solomon wrote: “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and lean not unto thine own understanding,” Proverbs 3:5-7. And David: “It 
is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man...or in princes,” Psalms 118:8-9. And 
finally, Paul: “Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth,” 2 Timothy 2:15. May God bless you! 
5. I present this work as a “Dissertation Entitled: The Necessity of Baptism.” It is derived through 
an unbiased presentation of several Greek-English Interlinear translations, exercises in Greek 
Parsing, faithful literary scholarship, ethical hermeneutical principles, sound scriptural exegesis, 
textual analyses, and biblical discussions. This is an unbiased “dissertation” on “The Necessity 
of Baptism.” 
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THE NECESSITY OF BAPTISM 
Part I 
“TIS BAPTISM ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION?” 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Aim: To establish that God's grace cannot be procured without faith and obedience to the 
Gospel of Christ. The notion that one can be saved without baptism is like saying one can be 
saved apart from God's abundant grace. In baptism, man’s faith and God’s grace are unified! 
B. Proposition: To affirm that baptism is essential to salvation. 
C. Text: Ephesians 2:8-9; Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16 
D. Outline. 
1. Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 
E. Introductory Remarks. 
1. In Part I, we will discuss the question: “Is baptism essential to salvation?” Some of the greatest 
minds in the 21st Century have made their beliefs known through their preaching and writings. 
Several Manuals from one prominent denomination state that “baptism is not essential to 
salvation.” We will review their content and allow the Bible to settle the question: “Does God 
grant salvation by grace to the believer apart from the act of obedience: baptism?” 
2. First, we will consider what these manuals say about baptism. These books are considered 
their religious father's sacred writings. We will analyze their content merely to report what has 
been written about this notion: whether baptism is essential to salvation. 
3. Second, we will cite what some distinguished evangelical preachers have taught on this 
subject. These men are noted ministers and preachers. Known for their Rallies around the world. 
They do not believe baptism is essential to salvation, and one taught so on his Website and in his 
book entitled: “How To Be Born Again." We will explore his ideas and allow the scriptures to 
answer his arguments regarding whether baptism is essential to salvation. I do not judge his 
character or sincerity in teaching and preaching this subject. You will be permitted to decide for 
yourselves on the merits of the truth of God whether he is correct in his beliefs on baptism! 
4. Lastly, we will investigate what the Holy Scriptures teach. The author believes that man's faith 
and God's grace are joined together to save the repentant-believer (sinner) in this act of obedience: 
baptism. Therefore, without true faith and obedience to the Gospel, one cannot be saved by the 
grace of God. This truth presents an overwhelming challenge to the doctrine of many 
denominations that espouse baptism as unessential in the believer's salvation. With this brief 
introduction, let’s consider Part I. 


BODY OF LESSON 

IIS BAPTISM ESSENTIAL TO SALVATION? 

A. Pastor’s teaching on baptism. We must take a preliminary review of the two Manuals to 
understand their doctrine. We will learn that these pastors teach what their Manuals direct on 
baptism and other subjects. Observe, 

1. Pastor’s Manual. Many Pastors teach that baptism is not necessary for salvation. Let me quote 
from “The Pastor’s Manual.” Please take note of these quotations, 
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a. First, the Declaration of Faith, under Article 14: “We believe that Christian baptism is the 
immersion in water of a believer, into the name of the Father, and Son, and Holy Ghost: to shew 
forth in a solemn...emblem, our faith in the crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, with its effect, 
in our death to sin and resurrection to a new life; that is prerequisite to the privilege of a church 
relation(ship),” Page 180. 

b. Further, Its Ordinances, Baptism: “All persons professing repentance toward God and a saving 
faith in Jesus Christ may be received by the church as candidates for baptism,” Page 210. 

c. Finally, our analysis of these quotations: 

1) Baptism is an immersion of Christians. Not sinner! 

2) Baptism is a prerequisite to the privilege of a church relationship. 

3) Baptism is for all professing “repentance toward God.” 

4) Baptism is for all professing a "saving faith in Jesus Christ." 

d. Conclusion. According to the "Pastor's Manual," a book followed by many Pastors: 
“Christians are baptized for church entrance." If their faith in Jesus Christ already saves them, 
their baptism is in no fashion "to receive the remission of sins." This teaching is according to the 
Pastor's Manual. 

NOTE: Reference, The Pastor’s Manual, by J. R. Hobbs. Let’s notice another Manual used by 
many Pastors. We are quoting them and not presenting my own words in this discussion. 
Observe, 

2. The Hiscox Manual. To further demonstrate this practice, I submit the following excerpts from 
“The Hiscox Manual.” This Manual is a document used extensively by many Pastors. It is their 
sacred writing on this and other teachings concerning their faith. Notice, 

a. First, “Baptism may not be necessary to salvation, but it is essential to obedience,” Note 8, 
Page 21. These are not my words, but theirs! 

NOTE: Reference “The Standard Manual for Baptist Churches,” by Edward T. Hiscox. 

b. Further, "We do utterly repudiate the dogma of baptism for the remission of sins," Note 8, 
Page 21. They call the practice of New Testament "baptism," ordained by Jesus Christ: "dogma!" 
They allege that baptism for the “remission of sins” is an appalling and disgraceful teaching. 

c. Next, "No person can rightfully or properly become a church member except he/ (she) is first 
baptized, as the distinguishing mark and profession of his/ (her) discipleship," Note 1, Page 19. 
[Words in (parentheses)] are my inclusions in this quotation. 

d. Another, “Baptism is to be administered to those, and to those only, who have exercised and 
professed a saving faith in Christ; that is, to believers,” Page 19. 

e. Finally, "Baptism, therefore, is an act of obedience, but it possesses no power in itself to remit 
sin, to change the heart, or to sanctify the spirit," Note 8, Page 21. Before proceeding, let's review 
what C. H. Spurgeon, an esteemed Preacher, wrote about believers' baptism and how it is: 
"essential to salvation." Observe, 

3. Sermon by Charles H. Spurgeon, On October 13, 1889, said in his lesson: "He that believes 
(eth) and is baptized shall be saved, addressing the joint discussion about baptism being 
essential.” 

a. Further, he states: “(Often), I do believe that this little matter of believers' baptism is the test 
of the sincerity of our profession of love to him (emp. added).” 
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b. “It is...clear that Spurgeon taught baptism was essential to salvation and loving Christ.” 

c. Charles H. Spurgeon was a noted nineteenth-century English Baptist who resonated with 
twenty-first-century Americans. He was a distinguished Preacher in his own time who preached 
that "faith and baptism" are necessary for salvation. Many denominations have forsaken this 
truth of the scriptures. 

d. Some men of these denominations are faithful to the scriptures and the text's teaching. Many 
remain in their denominations, not from ignorance of the truth but for their loyalty to these 
institutions rather than to the teachings of Christ. I submit to you the writings of a nonconformist 
minister and author. He wrote a prolific exposition of the prepositional phrase: "For the 
remission of sins" in Acts 2:38. Notice, 

4. Matthew Henry wrote: "It shall be for the remission of sins. Repent of your sin, and it shall 
not be your ruin; be baptized into the faith of Christ, and in truth, you shall be justified, which 
you could never be by the law of Moses... As the cup in the Lord's supper is the New Testament 
in the blood of Christ for the remission of sins, so baptism is in the name of Christ for the 
remission of sins," Page 53. Many other authors have failed; this man has prevailed in his 
Commentary regarding the truth of the prepositional phrase in Acts 2:38. And here's why! 
Observe, 

a. First, Charles Spurgeon, a noted Preacher, wrote of the integrity of this man in these words: 
“First among the mighty for general usefulness, we are bound to mention the man whose name 
is a household word, Matthew Henry. He is most pious and pithy, sound, sensible, suggestive, 
and sober, terse, and trustworthy.” 

b. Further, my sense in this quote: Matthew Henry was able to explain the text in the words of 
the text, not in the teachings of a "Manual or a Discipline." Paul wrote of aged men: "Speak those 
things which become sound doctrine...that the aged men be sober, grave, temperate, sound in 
faith, charity, and patience," Titus 2:1-2. 

c. Lastly, Paul wrote: Ministers must faithfully discharge their duties in preaching and teaching 
the truth of Christ. Observe, 

1) First, be found faithful: “Let a man so account of us, as of the ministers of Christ, and stewards 
of the mysteries of God. Moreover, it is required in stewards that a man be found faithful," 1 
Corinthians 4:1-2. Is your minister faithful in presenting the “word of God?” 

2) Further, not walking in craftiness: “Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have 
received mercy, we faint not; But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking 
in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by the manifestation of the truth 
commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God,” 2 Corinthians 4:1-2. 

3) Finally, speaking the truth: "That we henceforth are no more children, tossed to and fro, and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love...even Christ," Ephesians 4:14- 
15; Hebrews 5:12-14. 

4) Paul admonished: The man of God must be found faithful in his preaching of the mysteries 
of God. He must renounce the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness nor 
handling the word of God deceitfully, but commending himself to every man's conscience in the 
sight of God by the manifestation of the truth. The preacher must speak the truth in love! He 
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was a man of immense integrity! I gave you Matthew Henry's biography at the end of this lesson. 
It is worth reading. 

d. Conclusion: Proponents of salvation by "faith only" and without the "washing away of sins," 
or the "remission of sins," through repentance and baptism are arresting, adulterating, 
disparaging, and misconstruing the scriptures on the truth of Baptism and the Christian System. 
They reject "baptism" as necessary for salvation and the "forgiveness of sins." Brothers, sisters, 
and visitors, 

1) God has made baptism "necessary for salvation," and no Manual, Discipline, or Articles of 
Faith will ever change it. “Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven,” Psalms 119:89. 

2) Matthew Henry, Charles Spurgeon, and other ministers who attested to the "truth of the word 
of God" amidst denominational opposition and being cast as "nonconformist ministers" are 
worthy of our thanks and commendations. 

3) We will permit the Lord Jesus Christ to judge their final worthiness: “in the faith of Christ, at 
the Last Day,” John 6:44-45; John 12:48. 

4) Now, let's consider another position on this subject through the eyes of a profound religious 
Movement. Observe, 

B. Religious teaching on baptism. I will turn my attention to some of the current teachings on 
baptism. We can be confident that the views of one of these religious groups on baptism are 
those of all the others claiming to be followers of Christ. You can "surf the Internet" and find 
many of these ministers, preachers, and teachers denouncing the necessity of baptism. As I have 
done, I will merely present their words from the Sacred Writings of their "denominational" 
fathers, Manuals, books, and Internet Websites. Observe, 

1. Is baptism necessary for salvation? A prominent evangelist was asked this question and 
answered it on his Website. Let's read the first part of his answer. He wrote: “I believe baptism 
is important, and I have been baptized. But I think we violate the Scriptures when we make 
baptism the prime requirement for salvation...Paul’s central theme was Christ and His saving 
power. Although (Paul) spoke of baptism, he said: ‘I thank God that I baptized none of you...lest 
any should say that I had baptized in mine own name’ (1 Corinthians 1:14-15).” [Words in 
(parentheses)] are my inclusions in this quotation. Right away, we have these critical statements 
from this renowned minister. He wrote, 

a. I believe baptism is (essential): "I have been baptized." Beloved of the Lord, what we believe 
is less important than what the Lord has commanded. He thought it essential to be baptized but 
did not baptize anyone attending his gatherings. Why? Wasn't it important enough for these 
believers to hear and understand? 

b. We violate the Scriptures: "When we make baptism the prime requirement for salvation." Here 
it is again: "I think." This reproof is for all who would answer similarly to these questions as this 
minister! It is not what we think but what the Lord has commanded. 

c. Paul’s central theme: “Was Christ and His saving power.” I agree that Paul's theme was 
always: "Christ and Him crucified," 1 Corinthians 2:1-5; Romans 1:14-17. 

d. Paul spoke of baptism. The minister wrote: “He said: “I thank God that I baptized none of 


LA 


you...lest any should say that I had baptized in mine own name’ (1 Corinthians 1:14-15) 
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Finally, he gives us the scriptures for his beliefs on baptism. Let’s notice Paul’s statement closer. 
Observe, 

1) First, I thank God that I baptized none of you. The text reads as follows: "I thank God that I 
baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius," 1 Corinthians 1:14. So the beloved apostle was 
not suggesting that "he did not teach the need to be baptized, but that he did not immerse 
repentant-believers himself." These two disciples, he did immerse himself. 

a) He mentioned baptizing another: “And I also baptized the household of Stephanas: besides, 
I know not whether I baptized any other,” 1 Corinthians 1:16. 

b) Those that accompanied Paul, no doubt, were eager to baptize those that wanted to obey the 
Gospel of Christ, Acts 16:13-15; Acts 16:25-34; Acts 18:8. 

c) Paul’s words were not in opposition to baptism, but he was not the one who did the baptizing. 
Notice Jesus and His disciples' baptizing, John 3:23; John 4:1-3. Indeed, Jesus was not teaching 
that baptism is unnecessary because He did not baptize, but His disciples performed it. The 
minister continues, 

2) Further, he states why this was so: "Lest any should say that I baptize in mine own name," 1 
Corinthians 1:15. Observe, 

a) This was an argument already dividing the church at Corinth. Disciples clung to the baptizer's 
name, not the one they were baptized into. In that same chapter, Paul wrote to the saints of, 

b) Their apparent divisions: “Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that you are 
perfectly joined together in the same mind and the same judgment. For it hath been declared 
unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of Chloe, that there are contentions 
among you. Now, this I say, that every one of you saith, I am of Paul; and I of Apollos; and I of 
Cephas; and I of Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were ye baptized in 
the name of Paul?” See 1 Corinthians 1:10-13. The saints claimed their allegiance to the minister 
rather than their union with Christ. This could be due entirely to the man's teaching and not to 
the teaching of baptism. 

c) The minister’s service: “Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye 
believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered, but God gave 
the increase. So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth; but God that 
giveth the increase,” 1 Corinthians 3:5-8. He penned further, 

d) Not to elevate men: “And these things, brethren, I have in a figure transferred to myself and 
Apollos for your sakes; that ye might learn in us not to think of men above that which are 
written, that no one of you is puffed up for one against another,” 1 Corinthians 4:6; Romans 12:3. 
Let’s see Paul’s reason for not doing the baptizing. 

3) Finally, the name of Jesus. "Lest any should say that I baptize in mine own name," 1 
Corinthians 1:15. Paul was not minimizing baptism but removing himself as the reason for being 
baptized. Baptism is to be done in the name of Jesus Christ "for the remission of sins," Acts 2:38; 
Acts 22:16. 

4) Conclusion: The beloved apostle does not negate the importance or command of being 
baptized. He is merely removing himself as the reason for one to be baptized. Baptism is done: 
“In the name of the Lord Jesus,” Acts 19:5. These saints had elevated the man who did the 
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baptizing as being important, i.e., Apollos, Cephas, and Paul. He asked: “Is Christ divided? Was 
Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?" See 1 Corinthians 1:13. This 
is an example of why we must consider the text within the context of the scriptures. The minister 
continues in his response, 

2. Baptism is an act of obedience. The minister wrote: "(Being baptized) is a conclusive act of 
obedience and witness to the world that we are Christ's. I believe in it wholeheartedly. In our 
Rallies, we don't baptize because we feel that the local pastors should do this—and that if I 
baptized(them), some people would say I had baptized them, and that would be putting the 
emphasis on the wrong person. Baptism is a necessary and meaningful experience for one who 
has received Christ. But I must say with Paul: 'Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the 
gospel’ (1 Corinthians 1:17)." Let's notice his comments again. 

a. First, “Baptism is a conclusive act of obedience and witness to the world that we are Christ's." 
The minister states baptism is, 

1) A conclusive act of obedience. What does the minister mean here? 

a) "Conclusive" means final, concluding, last, or ultimate. 

b) It is the conclusive act of obedience. Can one be saved before completing this final act of 
obedience? See Romans 6:17-18; Romans 10:16-18. What the minister means is stated in the 
Hiscox Manual. It reads, 

c) The Hiscox Manual: “Baptism may not be necessary to salvation, but it is essential to 
obedience,” Note 8, Page 21. 

2) Witness to the world that we are Christ's. He further affirms that baptism is our witness to 
the world: we are already saved and belong to Christ. Again, he quotes the Manual. And not the 
Bible! The word of God gives a different witness regarding baptism. Quoting again, 

a) The Hiscox Manual, by Edward T. Hiscox, D. D.: “No person can rightfully or properly 
become a church member except he/(she) be first baptized, as the distinguishing mark and 
profession of his/(her) discipleship,” Note 1, Page 19. [Words in (parentheses)] are my 
inclusions in this quotation. 

b) There we have it! To properly become a church member, one must first be baptized "as a 
distinguishing mark and profession of his/ (her) discipleship.” Baptism, therefore, is for church 
membership and is not required for salvation. [Words in (parentheses)] are my inclusions in this 
quotation. 

c) This goes against the teaching of Christ: "Go teach all nations and baptize them, to make 
disciples," Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16. 

d) Disciples were called: “Christians first in Antioch,” Acts 11:26. 

e) Discipleship comes after faithful obedience to the Gospel. 

b. Further, "I believe in it (baptism) wholeheartedly. We don't baptize in our meetings because 
we feel that the local pastors should do this." [Words in (parentheses)] are my inclusions in this 
quotation. In the minister’s admission, 

1) In our gatherings, we don't baptize. Why? He continues, 

2) We feel that the local pastors should do this. In other words, the minister believes those who 
come forward during his invitation to accept Christ are saved and are instructed to be baptized 
by their local pastors. However, 
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3) No loving minister, evangelist, or teacher would permit any unsaved person to leave his 
presence without advising them to be baptized. The minister did not do this because he believed 
these respondents to his altar calls were already saved after praying for them in public. 

4) However, nowhere in the Bible is such the case for anyone obeying the Gospel in the First 
Century. All were told, commanded, or requested to be baptized after hearing and believing the 
Gospel of Christ, Acts 2:37-38; Acts 8:12; Acts 8:26-39; Acts 16:31-34; Acts 18:8; Acts 19:1-7. The 
minister argues, 

c. Next, "If I baptized, some people would say I had baptized them, and that would be putting 
the emphasis on the wrong person." It's up to the ministers, preachers, and teachers to explain 
the purpose of this act of obedience. If ministers did this, there would be a clear understanding. 
Denominations ignore baptizing because they see no worth in it. They despise that this act of 
faithful obedience has anything to do with one's salvation. Note again from their church fathers, 
not from the Lord — 

1) The Hiscox Manual: "We do utterly repudiate the dogma of baptism for the remission of sins," 
Note 8, Page 21. They call the practice of New Testament "baptism," ordained by Jesus Christ: 
"as dogma!" To them, this is appalling and disgraceful teaching. Our Lord Jesus Christ submitted 
to it in obedience to the will of His Father, Matthew 3:13-17. To "fulfill all righteousness," 
Matthew 3:15; Psalms 119:172. The true man of God would teach such to be so! 

2) The Hiscox Manual: “Baptism, therefore, is an act of obedience, but it possesses no power in 
itself to remit sin, to change the heart, or to sanctify the spirit,” Note 8, Page 21. There you have 
it! It has no power to remit sin, change the heart, or sanctify the (human) spirit, Acts 2:38; 
Colossians 2:11-13; Titus 3:4-5. [Words in (parentheses)] are my inclusions in this quotation. 

d. The minister now adds, 

1) First, “To (the) one who has received Christ, baptism is a necessary and meaningful experience.” 
2) Second, This is precisely how the Manual reads. Observe, 

a) The Pastor’s Manual, by J. R. Hobbs: “All persons professing repentance toward God and a 
saving faith in Jesus Christ may be received by the church as candidates for baptism,” Page 210. 
Please read it for yourself. 

b) The Hiscox Manual, by Edward T. Hiscox, D. D.: “Baptism is to be administered to those, and 
to those only, who have exercised and professed a saving faith in Christ; that is, to believers,” 
Page 19. Their notation of “believers” refers to those “already saved.” 

c) This is standard denominational doctrine! 

3) Conclusion: The minister was quoting his Manuals, not the Lord's New Testament, when he 
wrote of the "baptismal experience" in his answer to the question: "Is baptism necessary for 
salvation?" He believes Christians are to be baptized, not sinners, as Peter commanded on the 
Day of Pentecost: "For (eis) the remission of sins," Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16. 

e. Finally, “But, I must say with Paul: ‘Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel’ (1 
Corinthians 1:17).” We have discussed this earlier in the lesson. No further comments are 
necessary. The minister’s concluding argument on the necessity of baptism. Observe, 

3. The thief on the cross. The minister concludes with the last part of his answer: "You may know 
that we urge immediate and extensive Bible study for each convert. As the scripture is reviewed, 
the place of baptism will surely be discovered. If baptism were a requirement for salvation, we 
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would certainly say that. But you couldn't support that knowing, for example, that the thief on 
the cross had no opportunity for baptism or church membership. Yet, on his confession, paradise 
was secured. Jesus told him, “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise’ (Luke 23:43)." This 
esteemed preacher produces his final authority for why he and other preachers and pastors of 
this movement do not teach the necessity of this act of obedience: baptism. Observe, 

a. First, He states: "We urge immediate and extensive Bible study for each convert." The man of 
God would ensure that sincere believers in Christ understood baptism's relevance to their 
salvation. To give a person a pamphlet does not excuse or wash one's hands from: "Teaching the 
whole counsel of God," Acts 20:26-27. 

b. Further, He explains: "As the Scripture is reviewed, the place of baptism will surely be 
discovered." Baptism is something the believer should not have to discover; it should have been 
thoroughly taught at the Rally. Like faith, repentance, and their confession of faith! 

1) Aquila and Priscilla: “Took him (Apollos) unto them, and expounded unto him the way of 
God more perfectly,” Acts 18:24-28. 

2) They did not permit Apollos to discover baptism; they taught him the importance of hearing, 
believing, and obeying the Gospel of Christ. He was so instructed, as were other disciples of 
John, by Paul, in Acts 19:1-7. He preached unto them, Jesus! 

3) Apollos had to learn: “The difference which makes the difference” before he could make a 
difference in his work as a minister of Jesus Christ, Acts 18:27-28. So, to many today, they have 
not learned: “The difference that makes the difference.” For these disciples, 

4) There was no need to teach them further; according to these denominational teachers and 
pastors, they were saved already. Thus, there is no need for baptism. And I say this sadly: the 
integrity and reverence for the scriptures in these ministers, evangelists, and teachers are absent 
when discussing the truth of this subject in their evangelistic works. Their labors appear to “have 
sadly been in vain,” 1 Thessalonians 3:5; Galatians 4:11; 1 Corinthians 15:58. 

c. Next, if baptism were a requirement for salvation. Here again, we have the minister's open 
admission. He did not say it was so; therefore, to him, it was not! If baptism were a requirement 
for salvation, we would certainly say that. 

d. Finally, you couldn't support that knowing, for example, that the thief on the cross had no 
opportunity for baptism or church membership. Yet, on his confession, paradise was secured. 
Jesus told him, “Today shalt thou be with me in paradise (Luke 23:43)." He now presents his 
final proof text. He affirms that — 

1) Because Jesus saved the thief on the cross (he alleges) without baptism, one can be saved in 
like manner today. Why do this minister and other evangelicals claim to know so much about 
the life and habits of the thief when the Scriptures are silent? Yet, they know so little about 
baptism when the scriptures speak of it abundantly! 

2) The question, brothers and beloved sisters is not whether the thief was saved: “But can we be 
saved like him?” Ina “deathbed acknowledgment of our faith in Christ Jesus!” 

NOTE: To maintain this discussion. Download our lesson entitled: Was The Thief Saved? Obtain 
it from SermonCentral.com, Ron Freeman, Evangelist. 

3) So, with that, as I begin to conclude. If you permit me a few more minutes, I need to present 
one more point to tie all this up. Thank you for being so kind and patient. 
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4. How to be born again. Some theologians and ministers have invented the concept that baptism 
is a post-salvation experience, following the sinners confessing their sins and accepting Christ 
as their Savior. They teach that forgiveness of sins comes through the sinner's repentance and 
confession of their saving faith in Christ. Observe, 

a. Most denominations insist that remission of sins is imparted to sinners when they "believe" 
(i.e., accept Jesus as personal Savior). 

b. They believe that the reception of Christ is an internal, intellectual, and mental decision in 
which the sinners make a genuine commitment “to receive Jesus as Lord.” See his book “How 
to be Born Again.” He wrote, 

c. First, While expressing his viewpoint, espoused by most evangelicals: "All you have to do to 
be born again is to repent of your sins and believe in the Lord Jesus as your personal Lord and 
Savior," (p. 173) 1977. 

d. Further, "Faith is trust, an act of commitment, in which I open the door of my heart to Him" 
(p. 178). "It means a single, individual relinquishment of mind and heart toward...one person, 
Jesus Christ," (p. 179-180). 

e. Finally, "Conversion occurs when we repent and place our faith in Christ," (p. 181). 

5. Conclusion: This theory that baptism is a post-salvation experience has no validity in the 
scriptures or history of the first-century church. Baptism was done when requested or 
commanded that the repentant-believer might obtain the forgiveness of sins. Let's consider this 
act of obedience by reviewing what Jesus commanded his apostles to teach and practice before 
His ascension into the heavens. The authority and necessity for baptism have been directed to 
be believed and obeyed in Jesus' “Great Commission." The Book of Acts gives documented 
evidence of this teaching and practice by the apostles and the early church. This commandment 
has not been rescinded. Observe, 

C. The Holy Scriptures on baptism. In Christ’s Great Commission, He commanded His apostles 
to: "Go you therefore and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded 
you: and, lo, lam with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen," Matthew 28:19-20. 
We find in this commission the real purpose of our work and hope today. He said, 

1. Go and teach all nations. Brethren, this is our work as seasoned ministers, evangelists, pastors, 
and teachers to teach the Gospel unto all the nations. How will we do this? 

a. We will begin in our home, then move from house to house, in our communities, then into the 
cities, then the states, throughout the United States, and finally, into the entire world. 

b. We are sent to evangelize the world because Jesus came to save the world from “sin and 
death,” John 3:16; Romans 6:23; Romans 8:1-4; Hebrews 2:14-15. 

2. Jesus told His apostles: "But you shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost has come upon 
you: and you shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and Samaria, and 
unto the uttermost part of the earth," Acts 1:8. 

3. And baptize them. The apostles were also sent to baptize the believers they taught: "Into the 
name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Ghost," Matthew 28:19. The "Great Commission" 
involves both teaching (preaching) and baptizing. 
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a. Most denominations will do the first part, "teaching," but ignore the second part, “baptizing.” 
They conclude that baptism is not necessary for salvation. Consider this question regarding 
Jesus’ mandates: 

1) Do they comply with the “Great Commission,” as this text outlines? 

2) I must emphatically state: "No, they are not!" Is there additional instruction? 

3) Is there another commandment, example, or necessary inference? Yes! Paul and Barnabas 
were preaching this “pattern of conversion” to the Gentiles in Derbe. 

4) Luke wrote: “And on the next day, he (Paul) went out with Barnabas to Derbe. And having 
preached the good news in that city and having made many disciples, they returned to Lystra, 
Iconium, and Antioch. Strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to remain in 
the faith, and that through many tribulations, it is necessary for us to enter the kingdom of God. 
And having elected for them in every church elders, having prayed with fasting, they 
commended them to the Lord in whom they had believed,” Acts 14:21-23. Therefore, 

a) Paul and Barnabas followed the “Great Commission” given to the apostles of Christ. 

b) They preached the gospel and made disciples by baptizing these believers: “Into the name of 
the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit,” Matthew 28:19-20. 

c) What a great witness to the harmony of the apostles of Christ preaching the “good news” of 
the gospel and baptizing believers into the “name of the Lord Jesus,” Acts 8:12; Acts 19:5. 
[Reference, The New Greek/ English Interlinear New Testament, pages 434; 463]. However, 
NOTE: Illustrate, In Rallies, of these noted ministers and evangelists. Thousands heard them 
preach the gospel, but no respondents were baptized. They all exclaim: "For Christ sent me not 
to baptize, but to preach the gospel," 1 Corinthians 1:14-18. Did they understand Paul's message? 
They use the "thief" to justify why they do not baptize during their Rallies. This minister also 
cites the thief while answering: "Is baptism necessary for salvation?" I left the link at the end of 
the lesson for your convenience. [Check out his entire response to this question]. Observe, 
however, 

b. Jesus directed His apostles: "And said unto them, Go ye into (all) the entire world, and preach 
the Gospel to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that 
believeth not shall be damned (condemned)," Mark 16:15-16. 

c. Application of hermeneutical principles. If we apply sound hermeneutical principles to the 
orders of Jesus, we would proceed as follows: 

1) In Matthew’s account, Jesus says: “Go ye and teach all nations, baptizing them into the name 
of the Father, and the Son, and of the Holy Ghost," Matthew 28:19. 

2) In Mark’s account, Jesus says: “Go ye and preach the gospel to every creature, he that 
believeth and is baptized shall be saved,” Mark 16:15-16. 

3) The Great Commission involves both: “Teaching (preaching) and baptizing.” Both are 
required to "make disciples." Amen, somebody! 

4) Therefore, both faith and baptism are necessary in making disciples. 

NOTE: Illustrate that Charles H. Spurgeon also believed both were necessary for salvation. See 
his entire message and his belief in "faith and baptism" at the end of this lesson. We thank him 
for his honesty and faith in the truth. Is there other supporting evidence in the Bible for this 
truth? Let's review it now. We find this collaborative proof in the Acts of the Apostles. Notice, 
11|Page Attached Specimen: My Dissertation 


Text, Dissertation 
WorldWide Ministry Church of Christ.org.™ 


d. The Book of Acts? It contains the Holy Spirit's: "pattern of conversion." Recall that He would 
direct the apostles, teach them, and "guide them into all truth," John 16:12-15. See also Matthew 
10:19-20. 

NOTE: Illustrate the Pattern of Conversion not found in the “Gospels.” The Holy Spirit revealed 
it unto the apostles on Pentecost and times after that! Observe, 

4, Examples of conversion. Can we find any examples of conversions in the Book of Acts that 
emulate Jesus' mandates to go (teach [preach] and baptize), as commanded by Him, in the Great 
Commission? Observe, 

a. On the Day of Pentecost, the repentant-believers were told to: "Repent and be baptized" after 
hearing the Gospel preached unto them by Peter and others, Acts 2:36-41. 

NOTE: Most denominational ministers reject Peter’s answer to these repentant-believers and 
argue that their baptism was: “Because of the remission of sins.” I discuss this notion in a lesson 
on SermonCentral.com, entitled: “Is Baptism “for” or “because” of Remission,” by Ron Freeman. 
It corrects their misuse of the Greek word “eis” or “for” in Acts 2:38. Also, 

b. The Samaritans, after hearing Philip's preaching: “Believed and were baptized, both men and 
women,” Acts 8:12. 

c. After hearing Philip's preaching of Jesus, the Treasurer: "Believed and was baptized," Acts 
8:26-39. Do you see a "pattern" here, beloved people? 

d. The Corinthians: “Hearing, believed and were baptized,” Acts 18:8. 

e. Therefore, the Book of Acts, which contains the "pattern of conversion," does follow the Lord's 
"Great Commission correctly" to: "Go teach (preach) and baptize." The apostles followed the 
Lord's directives in their teaching or (preaching) of the Gospel and baptizing repentant- 
believers. Finally, Jesus says, 

5. Teach the disciples to observe everything I have commanded you. To: "Go, teach (preach) and 
baptize," and then instruct the believers to do as their mentors commanded. The Lord now 
directs these men to teach the new converts: “All He had taught them.” 

a. And, “lo, lam with you always, even unto the world's end. Amen,” Matthew 28:20; Hebrews 
13:5-6; Acts 18:9-10. 

b. He then promises to be with them always, even unto the world's end. He would be with them, 
supporting them, comforting them in their evangelistic work, and training other disciples to 
follow their examples. It has been a blessing to share this lesson with you, beautiful people. 

c. I pray God will bless us to faithfully teach the Gospel of Christ to the world with patience. I 
thank all my beloved brothers in Christ who have undertaken this tremendous responsibility to 
preach Him with love and dedication. 

d. However, many will reject this lesson. Some because these men don't honestly believe the 
Bible. Other men will not follow Paul's example: "Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we 
have received mercy, we faint not. But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not 
walking in craftiness, nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by the manifestation of the 
truth commending ourselves unto every man's conscience in the sight of God. (For) If our Gospel 
is hidden, it is hidden to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath blinded the 
minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious Gospel of Christ, who is the image 
of God, should shine unto them," 2 Corinthians 4:1-4. 
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e. All can do is share the word of God. And pray those who hear and read it, humble themselves 
before God; and accept the "truth which brings about godliness," Titus 1:1-3; Titus 2:1; 2 Timothy 
2:24-26. I pray for all believers that they will do as I did, "Search the scriptures; for in them you 
think you have eternal life: and they are they which testify of me," John 5:39; Acts 17:11. As I 
conclude, recall we discussed.... 


CONCLUSION 

A. Outline. 

1. Is Baptism Essential to Salvation? 

B. Summarize main points. 

1. First, we presented several sacred documents written to guide the Pastors and teachers from 
several denominations on their teaching regarding whether baptism is essential to salvation. I 
made no additions or alterations to the quotations in their Manuals. I presented their belief and 
teachings for your review and decision regarding the truth of their position on the doctrine of 
baptism. 

2. Second, we cited what some distinguished preachers have taught on this subject. These men 
are noted preachers. Some are known for their Rallies around the world. Each does not believe 
baptism is essential to salvation, and one taught so on his Website and book entitled: "How To 
Be Born Again." We explored his ideas and allowed the scriptures to answer his arguments 
regarding whether baptism is essential to salvation. I did not judge his character or sincerity in 
teaching and preaching this subject. You were permitted to decide for yourselves on the merits 
of the truth of God. 

3. Lastly, we investigated what the Holy Scriptures say. The author believes the scriptures prove 
that “man's faith and God's grace are united” in the act of obedience: baptism. Therefore, without 
true faith and obedience to the Gospel, one cannot be saved by God's grace. This truth presents 
an overwhelming challenge to the doctrine of many denominations that baptism is not essential 
to salvation. Iam submitting this work for your review and consideration. I trust in God's word 
on any subject that commands faith and obedience to the Gospel of Christ. I implore you to 
allow God's word to instruct, convert, and save your soul! James 2:21. Life is short, but eternity 
is forever. 

C. Invitation. Present the “pattern of conversion” (POC). Jesus said: "Come unto me all ye that 
labor," Matthew 11:28-30. [Explain the POC, i.e., hearing and believing the Gospel; repentance 
of all past sins; confessing faith in Christ, as the Son of God; and then, by obeying the Gospel; 
that is to: "repent and be baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and to 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost," Acts 2:38; Romans 6:17-18; Ephesians 1:12-14]. 

D. Exhortation. “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved,” Jeremiah 8:20. 
E. Motivation. Do as Peter directed: “Save thyself,” Acts 2:40; Acts 2:36-39; Acts 2:41. 


Acknowledgments and Commendations 

I submit this verse unto you that I may: “Render therefore to all their dues: tributes to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; and honor to whom honor, (is due),” 
Romans 13:7. I acknowledge my consultation with these distinguished authors in this lesson. 
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NOTE: These websites are listed to review the information mentioned in this lesson. I present 
them for your review concerning my comments regarding their contents in this lesson. I am not 
judging those who preach their messages regarding the faith I believe all of us adore. I am just 
reporting the facts for your review and consideration. 


Websites mentioned in the lesson. 

1--We thank evangelist Billy Graham for his dedication to undertaking the work of World 
Evangelism. I'm saddened that he fell short in declaring the "whole counsel of God," Acts 20:26- 
27. Especially in his presentations on the necessity of baptism in the Christian faith. Click on the 
link below to read about his belief in baptism: https://billygraham.org/answer/is-baptism- 
necessary-for-salvation/ 
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2--We thank Charles H. Spurgeon for his sermon on this biblical truth. See his entire message on 
the necessity of "faith and baptism" to be saved at https:// godsbreath.net/2010/01/05/charles- 
spurgeon-about-baptism/ 


These links are still active as of 8/26/2023. 
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THE NECESSITY OF BAPTISM 
Part II 
“TIS BAPTISM NECESSARY TO FULFILL ALL RIGHTEOUSNESS?” 
INTRODUCTION 
A. Aim: To establish that Jesus came “to fulfill all righteousness,” which began with Him being 
baptized by John the Baptist. This commandment was given to Him by His Father. The 
repentant-believer will also be baptized to “fulfill all righteousness” in Christ. 
B. Proposition: To affirm baptism is necessary to “fulfill all righteousness.” 
C. Text: Matthew 3:13-17; Luke 7:29-30; Romans 6:1-7; Romans 6:17-18; 1 Corinthians 6:11 
D. Outline. 
1. To Obey God 
2. To Justify God 
3. To Be Justified 
E. Introductory Remarks. 
1. In Part IL, we will discuss the question: "Is baptism necessary to fulfill all righteousness?" This 
lesson is necessary today because so many devalue the need for Baptism. Our goal will be to 
explore the value and necessity of this act of obedience. Peter said: "We ought to obey God rather 
than men," Acts 5:29. Paul wrote: "Jesus became the author of eternal salvation unto all them 
that obey Him," Hebrews 5:8-9. We will contend in this message that "baptism is an act of 
obedience to God." I submit, therefore, that if one can be saved without or before Baptism, one 
can be saved without obedience," Acts 5:32; Acts 2:38. I will assure you this will be the last 
sermon I will need to preach about the “Necessity of Baptism!” 
2. First, we will consider the question: “Why did Jesus obey God in His submission to John the 
Baptist to be baptized in the river of Jordan?” The Lord told John: “Thus it becometh us to fulfill 
all righteousness. And he suffered Him,” Matthew 3:15. We learn from David: “My tongue shall 
speak of thy word: for all thy commandments are righteousness,” Psalms 119:172. The real 
question before us is this: “Does one fulfill all righteousness before they are baptized?” Or, can 
we “fulfill all righteousness” without ever being baptized? 
3. Second, we will discuss how the “publicans and sinners’ justified God by being baptized of 
John.” We ask now: “If John’s baptism enabled publicans and sinners to justify God, how could 
we justify God without it?” God sent John to baptize as a preparatory work before the coming of 
the Messiah. Jesus sent His apostles to: “Make disciples of all nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,” Matthew 28:19-20. Can our preaching of Christ 
without requiring the repentant believer to be baptized make them disciples? Jesus connects 
teaching and baptizing as the means of: “Making disciples in all nations.” Has the Lord 
rescinded this mandate? If yes, when? If not, why doesn’t all preaching of Christ as Lord requires 
us to preach “faith and baptism” to make one a disciple? Recall, “Disciples were first called 
Christians in Antioch,” Acts 11:26; John 8:30-32. Christ sent the apostles to “make disciples,” and 
disciples were called “Christians first in Antioch.” We could say then that a believer in Christ 
must be baptized to become a Christian, thus “fulfilling all righteousness.” 
4. Lastly, we will investigate how sinners are justified through faith and Baptism. In Paul's 
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discussion of Baptism to the Roman saints, he penned: "Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore, we are buried with Him by 
Baptism into death...For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death 
... Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin...For he that is dead 
is freed (justified) from (the) sin,” Romans 6:3-7. [Text shortened for brevity]. With this brief 
introduction, let’s consider our first point in this lesson. 


BODY OF LESSON 

I TO OBEY GOD 

A. Jesus’ being baptized of John. Matthew wrote: "Then cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordon 
unto John, to be baptized of him. But John forbade him, saying, I need to be baptized of thee, 
and comest thou to me?" Matthew 3:13-14. John's preaching and Baptism were done to "prepare 
the way of the Lord." Jesus' Baptism by John was done in obedience to the will of His Father. 
Someone might ask, 

1. This question: “How did Jesus obey God in His baptism by John the Baptist in the river of 
Jordan?” God sent John to baptize all people in preparation for the coming Messiah. 

2. John confessed: “I need to be baptized of thee, and comest thou to me?” In this case, “the 
messenger” baptizes “the Messiah.” By Christ “obeying this act of obedience,” God could 
rightfully require all Christ’s followers to be baptized: “to fulfill all righteousness.” The “servant 
is not greater than his lord, neither he that is sent greater than he that sent him. If you know 
these things, happy are you if you do them,” John 13:16-17; Matthew 7:21-23. 

3. John the Baptist was admitting his unworthiness to baptize Jesus. This was the will of God. 
The Lord said throughout His work for the Father. That He came to do His will. Observe, 

a. First, “My meat is to do the will of Him that sent me, and to finish His work,” John 4:34. 

b. Next, “I can of mine own self do nothing: but as I hear, I judge, and my judgment is just 
because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me,” John 5:30. 

c. Finally, “For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but the will of Him that sent 
me,” John 6:38; John 7:16-18; Hebrews 10:7-9. 

d. Application. The message of faith and Baptism is not mine. I am the messenger. If John's 
message was preaching the kingdom of God and baptizing Jesus: "to fulfill all righteousness." 
Can we assume our message preaching the "good news" of the Gospel and baptizing believers 
is unnecessary: "to fulfill all righteousness?” We are commanded to do both to “make disciples.” 
This is God’s mandate and not ours. 

4. Jesus was not baptized to be righteous: He was without sin and the perfect sacrifice for the 
world’s sins, 1 John 2:1-2; 1 Peter 2:22; 1 John 3:5. Let me remind you again, 

5. Jesus' Baptism was done to fulfill the commandment of God. Jesus said: “If you (his apostles) 
keep my commandments, you shall abide in my love, even as I have kept my Father's 
commandments, and abide in His love,” John 15:10. 

6. The Lord obeyed every “commandment given to Him by the Father,” John 14:31; John 17:3-4; 
John 19:30. How could we be “His servant” and do anything less? Consider, 
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B. What was Jesus' purpose in Baptism? Matthew continued: “And Jesus answering said unto 
him, Suffer it to be so now: for thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness. Then he suffered 
him,” Matthew 3:15. 

1. The Lord told John: “Thus it becometh us to fulfill all righteousness. And he suffered Him,” 
Matthew 3:15. This is being done: “to fulfill God’s righteousness” - through this act of obedience. 
2. We learn from David: “My tongue shall speak of thy word: for all, thy commandments are 
righteousness,” Psalms 119:172, Psalms 119:138; Romans 10:1-4. 

a. Jesus said: “If you love me, keep my commandments,” John 14:15. 

b. John wrote: “For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments: and His 
commandments are not grievous,” 1 John 5:3. 

c. Paul wrote: “Wherefore, the law is holy, and the commandment holy, and just, and good,” 
Romans 7:12. 

d. Conclusion: The apostles were charged by the Lord before His ascension into the heavens to: 
“Go and teach all nations (make disciples), baptizing them into the name of the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. And teach them (these disciples) to observe everything I have commanded 
you: I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen,” Matthew 28:19-20. We will 
speak more about this later in the lesson. However, 

3. The real question before us is this: "Does one fulfill all righteousness before they are baptized?" 
Jesus told John the Baptist: "Suffer it to be so now, for thus it becometh us to fulfill all 
righteousness," Matthew 3:15. The promise of fulfilling all righteousness is possible after one 
submits to Baptism. Still yet, 

4. Can we “fulfill all righteousness” before being baptized? Many will contend that is possible. 
Luke wrote: “And the word of God increased, and the number of the disciples multiplied in 
Jerusalem greatly, and a great company of the priest were obedient to the faith,” Acts 6:7. What 
were the disciples obeying that gave this increase among them? I need some help here! Amen. 
a. Luke again: “Then they that gladly received his word (Peter’s preaching) were baptized: and 
that day there were added unto them (these disciples of 120) about three thousand souls,” Acts 
2:41; Acts 5:12-13; Acts 1:15. 

b. The answer is evident to anyone who would believe the word of God. Faith and obedience to 
the “apostles’ doctrine” granted this increase, Acts 2:42; Acts 16:5; 1 Corinthians 3:5-7. 

c. It was their faith in the Gospel and Baptism in the "name of the Lord Jesus Christ," Acts 2:38; 
Acts 19:5; 1 Corinthians 6:11. 

d. Paul, himself, was instructed by Ananias: “And now why tarriest (wait) thou? Arise, be 
baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord,” Acts 22:16; Acts 9:17-18; 
Romans 10:13. 

e. The beloved apostle told King Agrippa: “I was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision,” Acts 
26:19-20. It was through this obedience that Paul was called to be an apostle: “for obedience to the 
faith,” Romans 1:5; Romans 15:18-19; Romans 16:25-27. So, I ask, 

5. Can one “fulfill all righteousness” without Baptism? Unnumbered millions claim they have 
"justified God" and have not been baptized to "fulfill all righteousness.” Observe, 

a. Solomon wrote: “There is a generation that is pure in their own eyes, yet are not cleansed of 
their filthiness,” Proverbs 30:12; Psalms 32:1-2. 
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b. Baptism is done to “wash away our sins,” Acts 22:16. 

c. It also enables us to be: “Justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,” 1 Corinthians 6:11. 

C. The Holy Spirit's anointing of Jesus. Matthew continued: “And Jesus, when he was baptized, 
went straightway out of the water, and, lo, the heavens were opened unto Him, and He saw the 
Spirit of God descending like a dove, and lighting upon Him,” Matthew 3:16. 

1. When Christ “fulfilled all righteousness” before His Father in obedience. It was then, 

2. He heard from heaven: “This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,” Matthew 3:17. 
3. The “Holy Spirit,” on this very occasion, “anointed Jesus to begin His work for the Father.” It 
was of this anointing, 

a. David wrote: “Thou lovest righteousness, and hatest wickedness: therefore God, thy God, 
hath anointed thee with the oil of gladness above thy fellows,” Psalms 45:7; Hebrews 1:9. 

b. Isaiah wrote: “Behold my servant, whom I uphold; mine elect, in whom my soul delighteth; I 
have put my spirit upon him: he shall bring forth judgment to the Gentiles,” Isaiah 42:1; Acts 
4:26-27; Acts 10:38. 

c. Isaiah again: “The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me; because the LORD hath anointed me to 
preach good tidings unto the meek; he hath sentme to bind up the brokenhearted, to 
proclaim liberty to the captives, and the opening of the prison to them that are bound; To 
proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD...to comfort all that mourn...that he might be 
glorified,” Isaiah 61:1-3. [Text shortened for brevity]. 

d. Jesus spoke: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me...to preach the acceptable year of the Lord,” 
Luke 4:16-19. [Text shortened for brevity]. While in the synagogue in Nazareth, Jesus spoke unto 
the worshippers of God from Isaiah's prophecy of His work as the Messiah. 

1) Jesus told them, "This day, this scripture is fulfilled in your ears,” Luke 4:21-23. 

2) “And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his own country,” Luke 4:24. 
3) Thus, confirming that He was indeed the Messiah which should come: “A light to lighten the 
Gentiles, and the glory of thy people Israel,” Luke 2:25-32. 

4. Conclusion: Therefore, after Jesus' Baptism and coming out of the water, the Holy Spirit came 
upon Him and empowered Him to do His Father's work. This was the time of Christ's anointing. 
The Holy Spirit's abode upon Him was "the sign" John was given to identify "the Messiah," or 
the "anointed one" that should come, John 1:31-34. After being baptized, 

D. Jesus’ Father approves of Him. Matthew concluded: “And lo a voice from heaven, saying, 
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased,” Matthew 3:17. There was no mention from 
heaven of His Sonship until this act of obedience was fulfilled. 

1. And at that time, the “Father in heaven” spoke, saying: “This is my Beloved Son, in whom I 
am well pleased [delighted in],” Matthew 3:17. See also Matthew 17:1-5. 

2. We find the words “delighted in” from Isaiah 42:1 or “eudokeo” in Matthew 3:17. 

3. The Father was “well pleased” in Jesus’ obedience to His commandment to be “baptized of 
John the Baptist.” Jesus kept the Father’s commandments from the waters of Jordan to the cross 
on Golgotha’s hill, Matthew 27:32-33; Hebrews 5:7-9. It is our contention that, 

E. Conclusion. Jesus, too, was baptized that He might: “justify God” and inaugurate this act of 
obedience for every believer to emulate "to fulfill all righteousness;" or to be "justified from the 
sin," Romans 6:7. The Baptism of John was a divine requirement. Observe, 
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NOTE: Jesus certified John's Baptism to the religious leaders, Matthew 21:23-27. In His answer 
to the chief priests and elders of people, when He asked them: "The Baptism of John, whence 
was it? From heaven or of men?" 

1. They could not answer Him for fear that Jesus would ask: If, from heaven, why didn’t they 
obey it? On the other hand, if from men - they could not say, for they knew the people would 
be angry because they believed John was God’s prophet and messenger, John 1:5-8. 

2. lask: “Is the baptism of Christ from heaven or men? Recall, a “greater than John has come!” I 
will discuss this further in the lesson. Let’s now notice point two of this lesson. 


Il TO JUSTIFY GOD 

A. Jesus’ witness of John. Luke wrote: “Then is he (John the Baptist), of whom it is written, 
Behold, I send my Messenger before thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee,” Luke 
7:27. John the Baptist was the messenger of God whom Esaiah wrote should come to prepare 
the way of the Lord. Observe, 

1. John’s preaching. Matthew wrote: “Now in those days came John the Baptist, preaching in the 
wilderness of Judaea, and saying, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven draws near...For this is 
who Esaiah the prophet, said, "The voice of one crying in the wilderness, prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight His paths,” Matthew 3:1-3; Isaiah 40:3-5. [Text shortened for brevity]. 

2. John's Baptism. Matthew penned: “Then went out to him Jerusalem, and all Judaea, and all 
the country around the Jordan, and were baptized in the Jordon by him, confessing their sins,” 
Matthew 3:5-6. Observe, 

3. John’s preparatory work. God sent him to prepare the way of the Lord. His message and 
Baptism were given to him by the Holy Spirit. The ordinary people believed and obeyed John's 
message of repentance and Baptism throughout Judaea (the poor, publicans, and sinners). 

a. God sent John to prepare the way of the Lord. This work was done in fulfillment of the Old 
Testament prophets Malachi and Isaiah. Observe, 

1) Malachi wrote: “Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way before me: 
and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of the 
covenant, whom ye delight in, behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts,” Malachi 3:1. 

2) Isaiah wrote: “The voice of him that crieth in the wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the 
LORD, make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be exalted, and 
every mountain and hill shall be made low: and the crooked shall be made straight, and the 
rough places plain: And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 
together: for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it,” Isaiah 40:3-5. 

b. His message (repent and confess your sins) and Baptism were given to him to preach and 
require of all the people throughout Jerusalem and Judaea by God. 

c. The ordinary people, publicans, and sinners all believed and obeyed John's message of 
repentance and Baptism throughout the countryside. The religious leaders rejected both. Their 
rejection of baptism is a consistent problem for the religious leaders of our day and time. Many 
also reject the Message and Baptism of Christ. [Today’s leaders have altered them or outright 
declared they are unnecessary to be saved by God. We will discuss this religious failure later in 
the lesson]. 
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4. John’s message to the Pharisees, Sadducees, and lawyers who rejected his preaching and 
Baptism. Matthew continued: "But having seen many Pharisees and Sadducees coming to his 
Baptism, he (John) said to them: Offspring of vipers, who forewarned you to flee from the 
coming wrath? Produce fruits worthy of repentance: and think not to say within yourselves we 
have Abraham, our father, for I say unto you, that God is able of these stones to raise children 
to Abraham," Matthew 3:7-9. 

5. John's promise of the Messiah and His Baptism. Matthew concluded: "I indeed baptize you 
with water to repentance; but He who is coming after me is mightier than I, of whom I am not 
fit to bear His sandals: He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and with fire," Matthew 3:11; 
Acts 1:4-5. John’s message summarized, 

a. He indeed baptized the people with water to repentance (his Baptism was "unto" repentance). 
We need to understand this Truth as we continue this lesson. 

b. The one coming after me is mightier than I. 

1) The Messiah is more significant than John the Baptist. The apostle John wrote of, 

2) John the Baptist’s confession of Christ: “For He (Christ) must increase, but I (John) must 
decrease,” John 3:30; John 3:31-36. 

c. John did not feel worthy enough to carry Jesus’ sandals. 

d. Yet God permitted him to baptize Jesus: “The Lamb of God which cometh to take away the 
world's sin,” John 1:29; Matthew 1:21-23. John promised, 

e. Christ, “Will baptize all with the Holy Ghost and fire,” Matthew 3:11. John speaks of two 
baptisms, one by the Holy Ghost and the other by fire (the judgment of God). 

NOTE: For a deeper understanding of this promise, download our lesson: “Ye Shall Receive 
Power,” from Sermoncentral.com, by Ron Freeman, Evangelist. 

6. John was the prophet of God. He was sent to get the people ready to receive the Messiah. Jesus 
spoke of John’s life and work. See Luke 7:24-28. Time does not permit us to consider all of John’s 
life and work. Jesus describes, 

B. The greatness of John. Luke inscribed: “For I say unto you, Among those that are born of 
women (flesh and blood) there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist, but he that is least 
in the kingdom of God (a disciple of Christ) is greater than he,” Luke 7:28. 

NOTE: Jesus gives the leaders a parable of two sons. Concluding, “John came unto you in the 
way of righteousness, and you believed him not: but the publicans and harlots believed him: and 
you, when you had seen it, repented not afterward, that you might believe on Him,” Matthew 
21:28-32. Does this describe our generation? Luke continued, 

C. John's Baptism of the People. He wrote: "All the people that heard him, and the publicans, 
justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John,” Luke 7:29. Observe, 

1. And when all the people heard Him. That is the preaching of John regarding the kingdom of 
God and the Messiah that was to come. They were motivated to be baptized by John. 

a. Even the tax collectors. These were the “publicans and sinners.” Though the outcast of the 
religious elite. But Jesus found “favor among them,” Luke 15:1-2; Luke 18:9-14. Early in His 
ministry, Jesus “ate with the Pharisees,” seeking to instruct them in God’s love also for them. 
However, they despised the publicans and sinners. 
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NOTE: Review our lesson: “A Sinner Came to Dinner.” On Sermoncentral.com, by Ron 
Freeman, Evangelist. Jesus taught the Pharisees and his guests, "To whom much is forgiven, 
they would love Him more.” Luke 7:36-50. Jesus would teach these Pharisees a valuable 
message. Observe, 

b. His parable revealed God’s love, mercy, and grace to sinners. The Lord showered upon this 
woman of the city (a sinner), who came to Him in great remorse and sorrow for her life of sin — 
weeping, washing Jesus' feet with her tears, and drying them with the hairs of her head. She left 
His presence restored to God’s favor, saved, and “forgiven of her sins,” Luke 7:48-50. Jesus said, 
c. The sinners and publicans “justified God” in being baptized by John. Let’s look at this phrase; 
it is imperative. Recall that I said earlier that we would return to this thought! Observe, 

2. They justified God. The word justified in Gr., is dikaioo or dik-ah-yo'-o, which means to render 
or declare innocent -to be just, justified, or justify (-ier), live righteous or righteously, 1 
Thessalonians 2:10; Titus 2:12. The phrase “justified God” requires a deeper investigation into 
its meaning. Let me remind you, 

a. Only God can justify or make one righteous in His presence! Even if the methods of granting 
His mercy and grace appear foolish in our eyes: “It is God that justifieth,” Romans 8:33. 

1) The foolishness of God puts to shame the “wisdom of men,” 1 Corinthians 1:20-25. 

2) His ways and thoughts are wiser and higher than men’s, Isaiah 55:6-11. 

3) They are “unsearchable His judgments, and His ways past finding out,” Romans 11:33-36. 
Know this beloved of God, 

b. What God commands us to do to be justified does not have to make sense in our frail, feeble, 
and finite minds. God uses: "The foolishness of preaching to save them that believe," 1 
Corinthians 1:18-21. The preaching of the Gospel of Christ brings forth faith, and when faith is 
obedient, it brings forth salvation, Romans 1:16; Romans 10:16-18. 

c. These (publicans and sinners) were baptized with John's Baptism and became his disciples, 
repenting and confessing their sins unto God. They justified God for His mercy and grace in 
accepting their “fruits unto repentance.” And accepting the hope of salvation that John promised 
through the Messiah's “coming after him,” Matthew 3:11; Acts 19:4. 

d. What other implications are associated with the sentence: The people, publicans, and sinners, 
“Justified God, being baptized with the baptism of John the Baptist?” Here are my views, 

1) These justified (accepted as righteous) God’s authority to command and require this act of 
obedience (Baptism and confession of sins) to become John’s disciples, in keeping with his 
preaching of the kingdom of God. The common people, 

a) Received John’s words: “the counsel of God and were baptized by John the Baptist.” 

NOTE: The Morphological Greek New Testament translated “dikaio6” as “they acknowledged 
(the) justice of God, being baptized with the baptism of John,” Luke 7:29. 

b) Whereas the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Lawyers “cast off, or set aside” the counsel of God 
against themselves, being not baptized by John,” Luke 7:30; 1 Timothy 5:12. This they did to their 
ruin and self-destruction. I sadly say, so do many for rejecting the “baptism of Christ.” 

c) This rejection of John the Baptist and Christ would be a familiar pattern of the Jews throughout 
Christ's ministry and the apostles preaching the Gospel. They would "hear" but not "believe and 
obey the gospel,” Romans 10:16-21. 
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d) Paul wrote: “For Christ is the end of the law for righteousness to everyone (everybody) that 
believeth,” Romans 10:4. 

e) What Jesus displayed to the world in the Jordan River was a "pattern" for all to "fulfill all 
righteousness" towards God through "faith and obedience," which culminates in the act of 
Baptism. In like manner, 

2) The same is true in Christ's Baptism. We, too, justify Christ's authority to command and 
require this act of obedience to "fulfill all righteousness" in keeping with His preaching of "the 
faith, the name of Jesus, and the kingdom of God," Acts 8:12. Observe, 

a) The repentant-believer, through faith and obedience to the Gospel, is "reconciled and made 
the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus," 2 Corinthians 5:17-21; Romans 5:8-11. 

b) That we might become “the children of God, by the faith in Christ Jesus,” Galatians 3:26-27. 
Looking deeper into this phrase, 

3) It also means: “God is Just and the justifier of all who believeth in Jesus,” Romans 3:24-26; 
Romans 5:1-2. And unto all who obey Christ’s commandments to become His disciples: whether 
they are “Jews or Gentiles,” Romans 10:11-13; Romans 1:16. Praise be unto God’s wisdom in all 
His works to “justify the sinners” from their sins. Amen, and glory to our Lord Jesus Christ! 

4) Therefore, the “Great Commission” is still binding upon all who would “fulfill all 
righteousness” before God. We will discuss how this is possible in our last point in the lesson. 
Continuing, therefore, with, 

3. John’s preaching of another baptism. John's Baptism was a prelude to the Messiah's "baptism 
of repentance for the remission of sins." Now, let me clarify that John preached a message: 
"Baptism of repentance for the remission of sins" unto the people, Mark 1:4. His Baptism, 
however, was “unto repentance” and not “unto the remission of sins,” Matthew 3:11. Observe, 
a. Paul also preached that John's Baptism was “unto repentance” to the people of Israel, Acts 
13:24-25; Acts 13:38-39. We need not look any further into the meaning of John's Baptism. 

b. As the “forerunner,” John announced another baptism that would bring the forgiveness of 
sins. Paul met some of John’s disciples, having been baptized by him. These disciples were 
baptized “into the name of the Lord Jesus” to become disciples of Christ, Acts 19:1-7. 

c. Those who had repented in preparation for the Messiah by receiving John's Baptism were not 
unprepared for the message on the Day of Pentecost: “To repent, and be baptized every one of 
you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and to receive the gift of the Holy 
Ghost,” Luke 24:47-49; Acts 2:38. 

d. Peter preached this message, and three thousand souls obeyed the Gospel of Christ, Acts 2:36- 
47, The preparatory work of John the Baptist was the foundational preaching that yielded this 
great harvest on the Day of Pentecost. 

e. However, the religious leaders (Pharisees, Sadducees, and Lawyers) rejected John's message 
and Baptism. They continued this behavior in rejecting the Gospel of Christ, Romans 10:1-4; 
Romans 10:16-21. Observe, 

D. Pharisees and Lawyers were not baptized. Luke concluded: “But the Pharisees and lawyers 
rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not baptized of him (John),” Luke 7:30. 

1. But the Pharisees and lawyers rejected the will of God. To reject the commandments of God 
is to bring judgment upon yourself, John 12:48. 
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2. The religious leaders had little use for demonstrating repentance in John's Baptism. 

3. Their hearts were hardened towards John, so their cruel and brutal treatment of the Lord was 
no surprise. Isaiah wrote: “For He was wounded for our transgression, bruised for our iniquities, 
and the chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and by His stripes, we are healed. All we like 
sheep have gone astray...and the Lord has laid on Him the iniquity of us all,” Isaiah 53:5-6. [Text 
shortened for brevity]. 

4. John's Baptism continued until the Day of Pentecost. This was the day the first repentant- 
believers were baptized in “the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission of sins and to receive the 
gift of the Holy Ghost,” Acts 2:38. This “outpouring of the Holy Ghost was also the fulfillment 
of the prophecy of the prophet Joel,” Joel 2:28-29; Acts 2:14-18. 

E. Conclusion. We find a similar rejection of the command and necessity of Baptism today 
among many religious leaders, pastors, ministers, and teachers. They represent the same groups 
today as during the day of John's preaching. These are the learned "men and women" of our 
day. They seem to know more than Christ on this subject. I contend, 

1. They, too, reject the command to be baptized. We speak here not of John's Baptism but Christ's 
Baptism, as outlined in the "Great Commission," Matthew 28:19-20; Mark 16:15-16; Luke 24:44- 
47. 

2. Those who claim to be preaching Christ insist, 

a. Baptism is not necessary for salvation, but it is necessary for obedience. This is a teaching 
propagated by many today in the religious world. They will deny Baptism is necessary for one 
to be saved or forgiven of their sins but promote its necessity to be obedient to God. I know no 
other way of being saved without obeying God's commandments. The question before us is this: 
“Can anyone be obedient to God without first being baptized?” They also contend, 

b. Christ sent me (them) not to baptize but to preach the Gospel of Christ. Many prominent 
religious leaders teach this position while misapplying Paul's admission of not personally 
baptizing those he taught, 1 Corinthians 1:14-17. He never taught that Baptism was unnecessary 
for the repentant-believers in Christ to be “justified from their sin,” Romans 6:1-7. Let's get this 
right if we are going to preach Christ! See Acts 8:12; Acts 8:26-39. Still another, 

c. Was the thief saved without Baptism? I cannot say John didn't baptize him, nor can those who 
propose he was not! I believe Jesus: "Today thou shalt be with me in paradise,” Luke 23:43. 
NOTE: See our lesson: “Was the Thief Saved?” Download it from SermonCentral.com, by Ron 
Freeman, Evangelist. Then, others affirm that, 

d. God accepts all sincere believers if their hearts are right. For others, all it takes to be saved is 
belief in Jesus and accepting Him as your personal Saviour. Beloved in the Lord, 

3. None of these manufactured theories merit any more than my outright contempt of all false 
teachings and their blatant disobedience to God’s mandates: of faith and obedience for the 
believers in Christ to be saved. Put your trust in the Word of God, not men's words! David wrote: 
“Tt is better to trust in the Lord than to put confidence in man...or in princes,” Psalms 118:8-9; 
Proverbs 3:5-7. 

4. It is now time in this lesson to investigate the correlation between "fulfilling all righteousness 
and being justified from sin" through faith and obedience to the “good news” of Christ. 

a. We will permit the beloved apostle Paul to bring all this together. Through an analysis of 
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Romans 6:1-7, this Truth will be brought to light for the sincere seekers of the Truth, John 5:39; 
Acts 17:11. 

b. We have laid a firm foundation for how the repentant-believers can: "fulfill all righteousness" 
through faith and Baptism, thus imitating Jesus' obedience to His Father's will “by being 
baptized by John the Baptist in the river of Jordan,” Matthew 3:13-17. 

c. We will conduct an exhaustive analysis of Paul's Letter to the Romans regarding his and their 
Baptism: to be "justified from (the) sin," Romans 6:7. I remind you, 

5. It is always necessary to consider any text of discussion within the context of the scripture in 
which it is embedded. In the last point of this lesson, we will present God’s requirements for all 
believers in Christ to be saved. Let’s get right into it! 


III TO BE JUSTIFIED 

A. The Roman's Baptism. We will begin a verse-by-verse analysis of Paul's discussion of the 
saints at Rome’s Baptism. This analysis is beneficial for us to understand “the necessity of 
baptism.” He wrote, “Know ye not, that so many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were 
baptized into His death?” See Romans 6:3. Observe, 

1. First, “That so many of us.” The esteemed apostle includes himself in this sentence. This could 
only mean that he and the Romans both received this grace. He wrote: “Being justified freely by 
His grace through the faith that is in Christ Jesus,” Romans 3:24; Romans 5:1-2. 

2. Next, “As were baptized into Jesus Christ.” He reminded them that this grace was due to their 
“faith and baptism into Jesus Christ.” This seems to be the stumbling block for many who 
confess Christ but fail to imitate Christ’s example in “baptism” to “fulfill all righteousness.” 
Why, one might ask? Many have listened to men and have yet to follow the example of Christ. 
3. Finally, “We were baptized into His death?” This last sentence states that they were baptized 
into the death of Jesus Christ. Paul’s message of Christ is that He is: “The propitiation (the mercy 
seat) through the redemption in His blood, to declare His righteousness for the remission of sins 
that are past, through the forbearance of God: To declare, I say, at this time His righteousness: 
that He might be Just, and the Justifier of him which believeth in Jesus,” Romans 3:24-26. 
NOTE: Christ was baptized to: “justify God” and inaugurate this act of obedience for every 
believer to duplicate: “in fulfilling all righteousness” or to be “justified from their sin.” We are 
coming to the absolute necessity of having genuine faith and obedience to God. Consider, 

B. The Roman’s death. He continued: "Therefore, we are buried with Him by baptism into 
death," Romans 6:4. The apostle now declares that he and the Romans were buried with Christ 
into His death by Baptism. This undoubtedly means "water baptism.” Observe, 

1. First, "Therefore, we are buried." This sentence infers that the act of Baptism is a burial. It 
symbolizes the "burial of Christ" after His death and preparing His body to repose in Joseph of 
Arimathea's tomb for three days, John 19:38-42. 

2. Further, "With Him." In Baptism, Paul proposes that we are buried with Him. We will revisit 
this statement later to clarify what Baptism represents to all repentant-believers baptized into 
Christ, Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:26-27. We were with Christ in this act of obedience: baptism. 
3. Next, "By baptism into death." Baptism is our enactment of Christ's death. We die to sin, as 
He died for our sins. What a humbling picture of our union with Christ, the risen Saviour. 

25| Page Attached Specimen: My Dissertation 


Text, Dissertation 
WorldWide Ministry Church of Christ.org.™ 


4. Then, “That like as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father.” As Christ was 
raised from “among the dead,” we are also raised out of “the body of the sin,” Romans 6:6. 

5. Finally, “Even so, we also should walk in the newness of life,” Romans 6:4. To walk in the 
newness of life now and resurrect life when Christ returns for His saints, 1 Thessalonians 4:13- 
18. Now let’s consider, 

C. The Roman’s planting. Paul penned: “For if we have been planted together in the likeness of 
His death,” Romans 6:5. Before proceeding in our discussion, I think it wise to look at this verse 
in Greek to understand the apostle’s meaning better. It reads: “For if conjoined we have become 
in the likeness of His death, so also of [His] resurrection we shall be,” The Englishman’s Greek 
New Testament, page 413. This Interlinear translates the Greek word “symphytos” as “conjoined” 
rather than “planted” to mean: “being next to, alongside, adjoined to, united or together with.” 
How interesting “we were together with Him” when conjoined or planted! Observe, 

1. First, "For if we have been planted together." Therefore, in Baptism, the sinner is "planted or 
conjoined" together with Christ. Maybe I could say it better: "We are adjoined or united with 
Him in Baptism,” Ephesians 2:5-6; Colossians 2:11-13. 

a. In this sentence: “For if” is a “conjunction and conditional particle” preceding the phrase: “we 
have been,” constituting “a verb-second perfect active,” with its succeeding phrase: “planted 
together,” an “adjective,” modifying its definite article and noun “the death” in verse 5. 

b. All this occurred while “dead in our trespasses and sins,” Ephesians 2:4-5. It was then and 
there: We were “quickened” or “made alive,” and “by grace, we were saved,” Ephesians 2:1; 
Ephesians 2:5; Ephesians 2:8-9. Stay with me, beloved in the Lord! Praise God! Continuing, 

c. The phrase “planted together” in the Gr., is symphytos, which means “conjoined” or “united.” 
NOTE: This is Paul's teaching also to Ephesus, Ephesians 2:4-10. I have already outlined this 
earlier in the lesson. There is a “tupos” or a “form of teaching” to Rome and Ephesus. 

d. We were “conjoined (or together) with Christ” when planted (or buried) with Him in Baptism. 
Here is Paul’s message to these saints: 

1) We were “buried with Him by baptism” into His death, Romans 6:4. 

2) We were “planted together with Him” in the likeness of His death, Romans 6:5. 

3) These things occurred “when we were dead in trespasses and sins,” Ephesians 2:1; Ephesians 
2:5-6. Who said: “There is nothing in baptism?” 

4) Paul, the Romans, Colossians, and Ephesians: “Were planted (buried) or united” with Christ, 
while dead in their trespasses and sins,” Acts 22:16; Ephesians 1:13-14; Colossians 2:11-13. [This 
truth alone annuls the teaching of those that affirm the saved or the forgiven of sins are 
baptized]. Baptism, then is not “because the believer is already forgiven of their sins,” but “that 
they might obtain the forgiveness of their sins,” Acts 2:38. Just as Peter instructed the repentant- 
believers on the Day of Pentecost, Acts 2:36-41. Continuing, 

a) Paul affirms that when we were "with Christ" in Baptism, we were, in fact, “dead in our 
trespasses and sins,” Ephesians 2:5-6; Colossians 2:11-13. I must drive this point home. 

b) Therefore, the repentant-believers are to be baptized: “For the remission of sins,” and not 
“because of remission of sins,” Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16. I wish I had some help in this lesson! 

c) Stay with me, my beloved church. We are coming to a climatic conclusion. Paul continued, 

2. Next, "In the likeness of His death." The certainty of these two things assures us that we, in 
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like manner, have died to sin, and the old man was crucified with Christ in Baptism. 

a. Let's be clear: Christ was not baptized because of His sin. 

b. Rather, He was crucified and died, buried, and risen because of our and the world's sins. 

c. If we have been planted in His likeness, we shall also be raised in His likeness. Consider, 

3. Finally, Seeing these things are so, Paul affirms: “We shall also be raised in the likeness of His 
(Christ’s) resurrection,” Romans 6:4-5. What a tremendous promise in our hope of eternal life, 
Titus 1:1-3; Titus 3:7. Amen, church. Paul now describes, 

D. The Roman’s body of sin. He inscribed: “Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with 
Him, that the body of sin...For he that is dead is freed (justified) from sin,” Romans 6:6-7. [Text 
shortened for brevity]. We must now “dig a little deeper” into this last point. We are now ready 
to correlate the words righteousness and justification. Or being “righteous” and “justified” in the sight 
of God. Paul continued, 

1. First, “Knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him.” Here, he describes our death 
or the crucifixion of our body of sin. This means our death to the sinful nature occurred when 
we were: “Buried or planted together in the likeness of Christ's death.” Paul states that all this 
was done, 

2. Next, “That the body of sin might be destroyed,” Romans 6:6. Our death and burial were done 
to crucify the body of sin, Galatians 2:20. The apostle describes this to the Ephesians as “ putting 
off the old man and putting on the new man,” Ephesians 4:22-25. 

a. He calls this the “operation of God” to the Colossians, in Colossians 2:11-13; Colossians 3:9- 
10. The Colossians and Ephesians were forgiven of their sins in the same manner that Paul 
described to the saints at Rome. 

b. How could anyone suggest, who believes in the Lord and has been given the same message, 
that they could be forgiven, saved, or justified in any other manner than all the saints converted 
to Christ by the apostle Paul? It makes no sense. There can be no truth in such a claim. There is 
“one Lord, one faith, and one baptism,” Ephesians 4:4-6. 

c. As Paul concludes his discourse, he now defines how he, the Romans, and we were “freed 
from sin.” This phrase requires further discussion. Fasten your seat belt; the flight ahead will 
experience extreme turbulence! Observe, 

3. Finally, Paul wrote: “He that is dead is freed from sin,” Romans 6:7. Here we go! 

NOTE: The King James Version (KJV) translated the Greek word “dikaioo” as: “freed.” 

NOTE: The Englishman's Greek English Interlinear translated “dikaioo” as: “justified.” 

a. The definite article "the" or "ho" is absent in the translation of the KJV of the Bible. 

b. The Greek reads: "Is justified from the sin.” Therefore, it should read: “He that is dead is 
justified from (the) sin,” Romans 6:7. Here, Paul meant, 

c. “For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death, we shall also be in the likeness 
of His resurrection. Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of the 
sin might be destroyed. ..He that is dead is justified from the sin,” Romans 6:5-7. [Text shortened 
for brevity]. 

d. More clarification is needed to completely understand what Paul was affirming took place in 
our death, planting, and resurrection “to walk in newness of life.” Witnessing further discussion 
of our death to sin might surprise some of you. Please hold on to your seats. Observe, 
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1) The phrase “is freed” from sin is rightly translated as “is justified” from (the) sin, Romans 6:7. 
Please consult your own Greek-English Interlinear to see the apostles' words regarding this 
undeniable truth of the scriptures. Also, consider, 

2) In the Gr., the word “dikaioo” is translated as “justified” rather than “freed.” 

3) The Gr., word for “freed” is “eleutheroo,” as translated in Romans 6:18; John 8:32, and other 
passages within the Greek-English Interlinear New Testament. Here is a short, 

e. Summary of several Greek-English Interlinear of Romans 6:7. Consider, 

1) The Englishman’s New Testament, “For he that died has been justified (dikaioo) from sin,” 
Page 414. 

2) The United Bible Societies, New Testament, “For the one having died has been justified 
(dikaioo) from sin,” Page 546. 

3) The CSB New Testament, “For the one having died he has been set free (dikaioo) from the sin,” 
Page 742. 

4) The ESV New Testament, “For the one having died (he) has been justified (dikaioo) from the 
sin,” Page 667. 

5) The BLB Textus Receptus New Testament, “For he that is dead is freed (dikaioo) from sin,” 
Romans 6:7. 

6) Every Interlinear had the Greek word “dikaioo” in them; two translated it as “freed,” and three 
as “justified.” The Greek word did not change. However, two Interlinear did not provide a word- 
for-word translation or “interlinear glossing” beneath the Greek words forming our discussion 
text. The Greek word “freed” is: “eleutheroo,” as mentioned earlier in this lesson. The Greek word 
“eleutheroo” is absent in Romans 6:7. Therefore, this could not have been Paul's meaning in the 
verse. [I do not suggest as to why this is “so” but only that it is “so.”] I will leave that judgment 
to God. He will render a just “recompense of reward,” Hebrews 2:1-4. Conclusion, 

4. This being the case, Paul's real message was, "If we have been planted in the likeness of His 
(Christ’s) death...the body of sin was destroyed...and we were justified from our sin,” Romans 
6:5-7. You can read it yourself! I am only reporting what I have read. Stay tuned! 

a. Therefore, it was in baptism that we were: “justified from the sin” when the body of sin was 
destroyed, thus enabling us “to fulfill all righteousness” before God. 

b. This would make “our planting (burial in baptism) in the likeness of Christ's death, essential to 
our salvation (being justified from sin), and necessary for us to fulfill all righteousness,” Romans 
6:7; Matthew 3:15; Romans 6:17-18. A special note, 

NOTE: See our attachment at the end of this lesson: “Correlation Between Being Righteous and 
Justified.” An Exercise in Greek Parsing 2. Take the time to study this attachment; you and those 
to whom you preach will find assurance in their salvation! Use your Greek-English Interlinear 
and BlueLetterBible.org’s Textus Receptus within the BLB Application. We are almost done. 
Finally, Paul wrote, 

E. “They have not all obeyed the Gospel.” Before we conclude our dissertation, we have one 
more question to investigate for a sound and defensible answer. In Romans chapter 10, verses 
16-18, Paul stated, “All have not obeyed the gospel.” Describing the Jews and Gentiles to whom 
he had preached Esaias’ Report. They all have heard, even believed, but all had not obeyed. 
Therefore, Esaias’ Report must, of necessity, be obeyed. Paul will now tie all these things 
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together as we move to a conclusion. Observe, 

1. To the Romans, He wrote: "But they have not all obeyed the Gospel, For Esaias saith, Lord, 
who hath believed our Report? So, then (the) faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word 
of God. But I say, Did they not hear? Yes certainly, their sound went into all the earth, and their 
words unto the ends of the world,” Romans 10:16-18. Notice Paul’s analysis of the, 

a. Preaching of the faith. "So, then (the) faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the word of 
God,” Romans 10:17. Here, Paul means “Isaiah’s Report,” Romans 10:16. Paul asks, 

b. Had all heard of the faith? Yes. "But I say, Did not Israel know? First, Moses said, I will 
provoke you to jealousy by them that are no people, and by a foolish nation, I will anger you. 
But Esaias is very bold, and saith: I was found of them that sought me not. I was made manifest 
unto them that asked not after me. But to Israel he saith: All day long I have stretched forth my 
hands unto a disobedient and gainsaying people," Romans 10:18-21. He asks again, 

c. Had all obeyed the faith? No. "But they have not all obeyed the gospel,” Romans 10:16. What 
does he mean by "they have not obeyed the gospel?" Consider, 

1) Many today have heard the Gospel and even believe it. But not all have obeyed it! 

2) Therefore, it must be understood that believing "Isaias' Report" is more than just hearing it 
and believing it. The Report "must be obeyed." What was in this Report that required obedience? 
Herein is now our work to explain. Observe, 

3) What does Paul mean: "They have not all obeyed the gospel?" Consider this brief overview of 
Greek Parsing to arrive at a definitive answer. You might be surprised by Paul’s conclusion. 
NOTE: Recall that Greek Parsing is examining the text to see how each part is representative of 
other parts in the verse. This exercise will answer the question: What was not obeyed in Esaias’ 
Report by the Jews and the Gentiles then and by many believers in the Gospel today? Observe, 
2. Exercise in Greek Parsing 1. We will search for an answer to Paul's question regarding Esaias 
Report. Who hath not believed this Report? The apostle means the Jews (Israel) were not 
obedient to the Gospel. In this exercise, we will identify what needs to be obeyed. By mapping 
these three scriptures: 1) Romans 10:16, 2) Romans 6:5, and 3) Colossians 2:12, it will be possible 
for us to obtain a definitive and undeniable answer to this vital question. First, we began, 

a. In Romans 10:16. The sentence: "But...not all obeyed the gospel." The text can be mapped in 
this fashion, 

1) The word “not” in Gr., is ou, a particle of negation | or PRT-N. 

2) The word “all” in Gr., is pas, an adjective | or A-NPM. 

3) The word “obeyed” in Gr., is hypakouo, a verb | or V-AAI-3P. 

4) The word “the” in Gr., is ho, a definite article | or T-DSN. 

5) The word “gospel” in Gr., is evangelion, anoun | or N-DSN. 

NOTE: NPM is Nominative Plural Masculine, and DSN is Dative Singular Neuter. 

6) Questions: What was not “obeyed” that is like Paul’s message of “the gospel” that he had 
preached unto the Romans? After an exhaustive search into the sentence: “They have not all 
obeyed the gospel." We uncovered a possible meaning to this question in Romans chapter 6, 
verse 5. Next, we continued our discovery, 

b. In Romans 6:5. The sentence: "For if conjoined (planted) together in the likeness...death.” The 
text can be mapped in this way, 
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1) The phrase “conjoined together” in Gr., is symphytos, an adjective | or A-NPM. 

2) The phrase “in the” in Gr., is ho, a definite article | or T-DSN. 

3) The word “likeness” in Gr., is homoioma, a noun | or N-DSN. 

NOTE: NPM is Nominative Plural Masculine, and DSN is Dative Singular Neuter. 

4) The Roman’s “being planted in the likeness of His death” is what was meant by Paul’s charge: 
“They have not all obeyed the gospel.” Finally, we concluded our investigation, 

c. In Colossians 2:12. The sentence: “Buried with Him in the baptism.” The text can be mapped 
in this manner, 

1) The phrase “Buried with” in Gr., is synthapto, a verb | or V-2ZAPP-NPM. See also Romans 6:4. 
2) The word “Him” in Gr., is autos, a personal/ possessive pronoun | or P-DSM. 

3) The word “in” in Gr., is en, a preposition | or PREP. 

4) The word “the” in Gr., is ho, a definite article | or T-DSN. 

5) The word “baptism” in Gr., is baptisma, a noun | or N-DSN. 

NOTE: NPM is Nominative Plural Masculine, and DSN is Dative Singular Neuter. 

3. Application: The definite articles and nouns agree in case, number, and gender. Therefore, the 
part of "Esaias' Report" that was not obeyed was "all had not been planted together in the 
likeness of His death" or “buried with Christ in baptism.” Israel had heard the Report but was 
not obedient to it. Like their forefathers, who “rejected the Baptism of John,” these Jews had 
“rejected the Baptism of Christ.” Therefore, 

a. The Report had to be heard, believed, and obeyed, i.e., "planted in the likeness of His death, 
or buried with Him (Christ) in baptism.” Paul and the Romans had heard, believed, and obeyed 
Esaias’ Report through their faith and the act of obedience: baptism. Thus, being “justified from 
their sin,” Romans 6:7. There could be no other answer to this question! 

b. Recall the Corinthians: "Hearing believed and were baptized," Acts 18:8. Therefore, the 
Corinthians’ "baptism" was their “planting together in the likeness” of Christ’s death and burial. 
They were then raised “in the likeness of His resurrection.” 

c. Conclusion: To be planted (united or buried) in the likeness of His death is to obey the Gospel 
through faith and obedience. This exercise connects Romans 10:16; Romans 6:5; and Colossians 
2:12 to illustrate how the repentant-believers must be baptized “to obey Esaias’ Report.” 

1) They heard the preaching of the faith: the Gospel's (good news), believed it in their hearts, 
and "obeyed out of the heart that form of the doctrine” baptism: "Being then made free from 
their sin, they became the servants of righteousness," Romans 6:17-18; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4. 

2) If one never obeys the Gospel through the faith and in the Baptism, they’re never planted in the 
likeness of (Christ's death and burial), thus, never being raised from the dead, “being released, 
justified, cleansed, or forgiven of their sins,” John 8:31-32; Colossians 2:11-13. 

NOTE: See Exercise in Greek Parsing 1. We have attached our work for your review at the end 
of this lesson. You can follow my conclusions through the scriptures. Use your Greek-English 
Interlinear and BLB.org’s Textus Receptus in the BLB Application. 

4, Faith and obedience. The repentant-believers’ faith and obedience to Christ permits God to 
be: "Just and the Justifier of all who believeth in Jesus," Romans 3:26; Romans 5:1-2. In these 
"covenant relationships," God used “faith and baptism” to ratify them. Notice, 
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a. By faith, Noah built an ark for the “saving of his house,” Hebrews 11:7; 1 Peter 3:20-21. The 
ark’s passing through the water was a “baptism to Noah and his house.” 

NOTE: W. E. Vines explains: “The experience of those who were in the ark at the time of the 
Flood was a figure or type of the facts of spiritual death, burial, and resurrection. (The) Christian 
baptism, being an antitupon, “a corresponding type,” a “like figure,” 1 Peter 3:21,” Page 97. The 
like figure of what? The salvation of the eight souls that were saved from the flood. 

b. By faith, Israel “passed through the Red Sea, to be saved from their enemies,” Hebrews 11:29. 
Similarly, the people’s passing through the Red Sea was a baptism for them unto Moses, 1 
Corinthians 10:1-4. Israel's faith and Baptism unto Moses is an antitupon to “our passing through 
the waters of baptism” during the process of: “The washing of regeneration, and the renewing 
of the Holy Ghost,” Titus 3:5. I wish I had some help right now! Consider, 

NOTE: Vines’ commenting on Israel’s passing through the Red Sea. He explains: “Likewise, the 
nation of Israel was figuratively baptized when made to pass through the Red Sea under the 
cloud (and in the sea), 1 Corinthians 10:2,” Page 97. [Words in (parentheses) are my insertions 
to complete the text]. Similarly, 

c. By faith and baptism, the repentant-believers "are planted in the likeness of Christ's death" to 
be "justified from the sin" and “to fulfill all righteousness,” Romans 6:5-7; Matthew 3:15. Amen. 
Closing comments, 

1) I appreciate your patience in permitting me to share this Truth concerning: "fulfilling all 
righteousness;" through faith, repentance, and baptism to be: "Forgiven of sins and to receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit," Acts 2:38; Acts 5:32; Romans 5:5. God’s Holy Spirit, given unto you, 
2) He will guide you, support you, and enable you to “live soberly, righteously, and godly in 
this present world,” Titus 2:11-12. 

3) He will also enable you to walk “by faith” before God for the remaining days of your life, 2 
Corinthians 5:7. 

4) If you have sincere faith and are willing to obey Him: “God will save you by His grace,” 
Romans 5:1-2; Ephesians 2:8-9. 

5) And He will accept you as “His child, adding you to the Lord’s church,” John 1:11-12; Acts 
2:47. Knowing this truth, 

d. Peter, therefore, directed the repentant-believers on Pentecost to: “Repent, and be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ, for the remission (forgiveness, justification) of sins, and you shall 
receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,” Acts 2:38. 

1) And Paul could remind the Corinthians: “That you were washed, you were sanctified, and you 
were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, and by the Spirit of our God,” 1 Corinthians 
6:11. 

2) He could likewise teach the Romans: "But you have obeyed from the heart that form of 
doctrine, being then made free from your sin," Romans 6:17-18. The form of the doctrine was 
Baptism. 

3) They have been “planted or buried with Him” so that the body of sin might be destroyed. For 
“he that is dead is justified from sin,” Romans 6:5-7. 

4) And has “fulfilled all righteousness” to be pleasing unto God, Matthew 3:15-17. As I conclude, 
let me quickly review what we have discussed... 
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CONCLUSION 

A. Outline. 

1. To Obey God 

2. To Justify God 

3. To Be Justified 

B. Summarize main points. 

1. First, we considered the question, “How did Jesus obey God in His submission to John the 
Baptist to be baptized in the river of Jordan?” The Lord told John: “Thus it becometh us to fulfill 
all righteousness. And he suffered Him,” Matthew 3:15. We learn from David: “My tongue shall 
speak of thy word: for all thy commandments are righteousness,” Psalms 119:172. The real 
question before us was this: “Does one fulfill all righteousness before they are baptized?” Or, 
can we “fulfill all righteousness” without being baptized? We learned that was impossible. 

2. Second, we discussed how the: “Publicans and sinners’ justified God by being baptized of 
John.” We ask now: “If John’s baptism enabled publicans and sinners to justify God, how could 
we justify God without it?” God sent John to baptize as a preparatory work before the coming 
of the Messiah. Jesus sent His apostles to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them into the 
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost,” Matthew 28:19-20. Regardless of your 
thoughts or beliefs, this mandate has not been rescinded. Christ was obedient to the Father. Can 
we be saved without faith and obedience? I sincerely declare that we cannot! 

3. Lastly, we investigated how sinners are justified through faith and Baptism. In Paul's 
discussion of the saints at Rome's Baptism, he penned: "Know ye not, that so many of us as were 
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? Therefore, we are buried with Him by 
Baptism into death...For if we have been planted together in the likeness of His death... 
Knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him, that the body of sin...For he that is dead 
is freed (justified) from (the) sin," Romans 6:3-7. The “old man” has been destroyed, and the 
“new man” has been made alive, that we henceforth should “not serve sin any longer.” 

C. Invitation. Present God’s pattern of conversion. Jesus said: "Come unto me all ye that labor," 
Matthew 11:28-30. [Explain the POC, i.e., hearing and believing the Gospel; repentance of all 
past sins; confessing faith in Christ, as the Son of God; and then, by obeying the Gospel; that is 
to: "repent and be baptized, in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and to receive 
the gift of the Holy Ghost," Acts 2:38; Romans 6:17-18; Ephesians 1:12-14]. See the attachments 
below. 

D. Exhortation. “The harvest is past, the summer is ended, and we are not saved,” Jeremiah 8:20. 
E. Motivation. Do as Peter directed: “Save thyself,” Acts 2:40; Acts 2:36-39; Acts 2:41. 


Consultations and Commendations 

I submit this verse unto you that I may: “Render therefore to all their dues: tributes to whom 
tribute is due; custom to whom custom; fear to whom fear; and honor to whom honor, (is due),” 
Romans 13:7. I acknowledge my consultation with these distinguished authors in this lesson. 
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Attachment 
EXERCISE IN GREEK PARSING 1 
How to Confirm Esaias’ Report 

Romans 10:16; Romans 6:5; Colossians 2:12 
A. Aim: This exercise was done using BLB.org and confirming it through several Interlinear. I 
have provided an “Online Interlinear" for your reference and use to verify my work and yours 
at the end of this work. Consult your Interlinear or BlueLetterBible.org to complete this exercise. 
Follow me in this exercise, 
1. Start in Romans 10:16. Observe the verb, definite article, and noun. 
Consider the text below, 
“But not all have obeyed the glad tidings, For Esaias says, Lord, who believed?” Romans 10:16. 


vikKovoav =| To | evayyedio 
Obeyed | the | gospel 
V-AAL-3P | T-DSN | N-DSN 


2. Now turn to Romans 6:5. Observe the adjective, definite article, and noun. 
Consider the text below, 
“For if conjoined...in the likeness of his death,” so also of [his] resurrection,” Romans 6:5. 


ovpPvTot | Ev tT | Opolwmpatt 
Planted |in the | likeness 
A-NPM | T-DSN | N-DSN 


NOTE: Conjoined means to be “united, or next to, adjacent to, lie alongside, or, to be planted” 
with Him “in the likeness of His death.” 

3. Now turn to Colossians 2:12. Observe the verb, definite article, and noun. 

Consider the test below, 

“In whom...we are buried with him in the baptism...through the faith...of the God,” Colossians 
pia 

ovvtagévtes | ev | tH | BPantiopatt 

Buried with | in | the | Baptism 

V-2APP-NPM |PREP |T-DSN|N-DSN 

NOTE: NPM is Nominative Plural Masculine, and DSN is Dative Singular Neuter. 

4. The definite articles and nouns: "In the gospel, the likeness, and the baptism, all agree in case, 
number, and gender." This is how the repentant-believer obeys the gospel: They are planted in 
the likeness of Jesus' death in baptism, dying to sin, being buried with Him, so they might rise 
from the dead to walk in the newness of life. Therefore, “old things are passed away, and all 
things are become new,” 2 Corinthians 5:17; Ephesians 2:10. Amen, somebody! 

5. Paul answered Esaias' question by writing: all who "obeys Esaias' Report" do it through 
hearing the faith, believing it, and obeying (its form) in Baptism: "Being planted (conjoined) in 
the likeness of Christ's death, buried with Him, to be raise in the likeness of His resurrection," 
Romans 6:5; Acts 18:8. 

B. Conclusion: To be planted (united, conjoined, or buried) in the likeness of His death is to obey 
the Gospel through faith and obedience. This exercise connects Romans 10:16; Romans 6:5; and 
Colossians 2:12 to illustrate how these believers “obeyed Esaias’ Report.” 
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1. They heard the preaching of the faith: the Gospel's (good news), believed it in their hearts, 
and "obeyed out of the heart that form of the doctrine (the faith), in baptism: "Being then made 
free from their sins," Romans 6:17-18; 1 Corinthians 15:1-4. 

2. [If one never obeys the Gospel through the faith and the Baptism, they’re never planted in the 
likeness of (Christ's death and burial), thus, never being raised from the dead, “being released, 
freed, cleansed, or forgiven of their sins], John 8:31-32; Acts 2:38; Acts 22:16; Colossians 2:11-13. 
3. Luke wrote: “The Corinthians hearing, believed, and were baptized,” Acts 18:8. 

C. Reference Online Interlinear, The Englishman's Greek New Testament; 

https:/ /archive.org/details/englishmansgreek00estiuoft/ page/423/mode/2up 

NOTE: Copy and paste this link into your browser (before beginning your work). 

D. Greek Text, “The Englishman’s Greek New Testament...of Stephens 1550.” 

Umakouw |t@ | eVayyeAiw | Romans 10:16 [obeyed the gospel], page 423. 

OVUPUVTOS | Ev |TH | OpOHpaTt | Romans 6:5 [planted in the likeness], page 413. 

ouvtadevtes | €v | tH | Bartiovatt | Colossians 2:12 [buried in the baptism], page 523. 

NOTICE: The definite articles and nouns are all neuter in gender. 
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Attachment 
EXERCISE IN GREEK PARSING 2 
Correlation Between Being Righteous and Justified 
A. Aim: This exercise shows that the correlation between being righteous and justified before God 
is due to the disciples' faith and Baptism. Christ was righteous and, therefore, not baptized to 
be justified. The "publicans and sinners" were baptized into John's Baptism to justify God. The 
repentant-believers are baptized into Christ to be justified from their sin. 
B. Exercise in Greek Parsing. 
1. Matthew 3:15, The sentence: “Thus, it becometh us:” 


To fulfill | All | Righteousness 
G4137 | G3956 | G1343 
Pleroo | Pas | Dikaiosyne 
V-AAN | A-ASF | N-ASF 


NOTE: Correlation, both Matthew 3:15 and Romans 6:17-18 use of “righteousness” are the same Greek 
noun and G1343 number. Jesus was baptized to fulfill all of God’s righteous commandments. The 
Romans were baptized to be “justified from their sin and to become the servants of righteousness,” 


Romans 6:7. 

2. Luke 7:29, The sentence: “And the publicans:” 

Justified | God | being baptized | with the | baptism | of John 
G1344 | G2316 | G907 | G3588 | G908 | G2491 
Dikaioo | Theos | Baptizo | Ho | Baptisma | Ioannis 
V-AAI-3P | N-ASM | V-APP-NPM | T-ASN | N-ASN | N-GSM 


NOTE: See also Acts 19:1-7. 
3. Romans 6:7, The sentence: “He that is dead:” 


Is justified | From | the | Sin 
G1344 | G575 | G3588 | G266 
Dikaioo | Pas | Ho | Hamartia 
V-RPI-3S | PREP | T-GSF | N-GSF 


NOTE: One time in one verse. The body of the sin, Romans 6:6. Made righteous, 1 Thessalonians 2:10. 
4. Romans 6:18, “Being...made free from the sin...ye became:” 


Being | then | Made free |From | the | Sin | the servants 
G1659 | G1161 | G1659 | G575 | G3588 | G266 | G1402 
Eleutheroo | De | Eleutheroo | Apo | Ho | Hamartia | Douloo 
V-APP-NPM_ | CON | V-APP-NPM | PREP | T-GSF | N-GSF | V-API-2P 

| of the | righteousness 

| G3588 | G1343 

| Ho | Dikaiosyne 

| T-DSF | N-DSF 


a. Truth shall free you [eleutheroo]; John 8:31-32, 36. 

b. Consider these two sentences below: “freed from sin.” 
1) First, in Romans 6:7, 

Greek: “dedikaotai apo tas hamartias.” 

Translated: “Has been freed from the sin.” 

2) Second, in Romans 6:17-18, 
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Greek: “eleutherothentes apo tas hamartias.” 

Translated: “Being made free from the sin.” 

5. Explanation of Romans 6:7, Romans 6:18. 

a. The Greek word “dedikaotai” in Romans 6:7 does not mean “freed” from (the) sin. 

1) [The Greek word “dedikaotai” means “has been justified” from (the) sin]. See Titus 2:12. 

2) [This same Greek word “ Dikaiothentes” Paul uses, in Romans 5:1, “Having been justified.” 
b. The Greek word “eleutheroo” in Romans 6:18 means “made free” from (the) sin. 

1) John used the same Greek word “eleutheroo” in John 8:31-36. 

2) The word “eleutheroo” means “made free” and not “justified.” 

3) Conversely, the word “dedikaotai” means “has been justified” and not “made free.” 

c. Summary. Paul's meaning was that in Baptism, one: "is justified from (the) sin," Romans 6:7. 
Or having been "made righteous" before God. 

1) Romans 8:30, The sentence: “And whom He called:” 


Them | He | also | Justified 
G5128 | G1344 | G2532 | G1344 
Toutous | Dikaioo | Kai | Dikaioo 
D-APM | V-AAI-3S | CONJ | V-AAI-3S 


NOTE: Two times in one verse. See Romans 3:26. 
2) 1 Corinthians 6:11, The sentence: “Such were some of you:” 


But | You were justified 
G235 | G1344 

Alla | Dikaioo 

CONJ | V-API-2P 


NOTE: One time in one verse. 

NOTE: The Corinthians: “Were washed, they were sanctified, and they were justified," 1 Corinthians 6:11. 
This, of course, refers to their "hearing the word of truth, believing it, and being baptized," Acts 18:8. 
Justification was attributed to them after their washing and sanctification. This washing refers to the 
Corinthians' Baptism. 

C. Conclusion. Paul carefully teaches that the Corinthians: “Were washed, sanctified, and justified in the 
name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God,” 1 Corinthians 6:11. They had then become “new 
creatures” and acquired “the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus,” 2 Corinthians 5:17; 2 Corinthians 
5:21. Baptism enabled the Corinthians: “To fulfill all righteousness,” and to be “justified from the sin,” 
through their faith and obedience to Esaias’ Report: "Being conjoined (planted) together in the 
likeness of Christ's death, to be raised in the likeness of His resurrection," Romans 6:5; Acts 18:8. 
The evidence (Scriptures) speaks for itself! 1 Peter 4:11; 2 Peter 1:20-21; 2 Timothy 3:16-17. 


/End of Dissertation/ 
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